Updated Statement on Aqueous Film-Forming Foam (AFFF) Replacement at US Installations

The following is an update to a statement USFJ released on 15 June 2023, “Statement on Aqueous Film-

Forming Foam (AFFF) Replacement at US Installations.”?

The US Government (USG) has completed the disposal of all legacy AFFF at US installations in Japan. The
USG replaced legacy AFFF with the new modern formulation AFFF, which does not contain PFOS and
PFOA as a raw material. Since last year’s statement, the USG completed the disposal of the remaining
legacy AFFF at Yokota and Kadena Air Bases, and the Army POL Depot in Okinawa. The USG completed

disposal of the removed legacy AFFF through incineration at licensed disposal facilities in Japan.

The US Department of Defense (DoD) extended its deadline to replace AFFF at all its installations
worldwide, including both legacy and modern formulations, to 1 October 2025.2 The US installations in
Japan have met the deadline for legacy AFFF replacement. The US installations are currently in the
process of acquiring Fluorine-Free Foam (F3), which does not contain any PFAS compounds as a raw
material, as a replacement for the modern formulation AFFF. US installations will either change to the
new F3 or convert the remaining fire systems to water suppression by the deadline. The USG will
replace the AFFF systems at the Army POL Depot with water suppression systems that do not use

firefighting foam.

In an official statement on 1 October 2024,% the Japan Ministry of Defense stated that Japan Self-
Defense Forces facilities, including those co-located with US Forces in Japan (Atsugi, lwakuni, and
Misawa Air Bases), had disposed of all firefighting foams containing PFOS. It is USG understanding these
firefighting foams were replaced with products confirmed by the manufacturers not to contain PFOS as

a raw material.

The USG will continue to work on the replacement and disposal of AFFF at its installations.
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1Statement on Aqueous Film-Forming Foam (AFFF) Replacement at US Installations

https://www.usfi.mil/Media/Press-Releases/Article-View/Article/3430465/statement-on-aqueous-film-

forming-foam-afff-replacement-at-us-installations/

2Secretary of Defense Waiver of the Prohibition on Installation AFFF Use

https://www.acg.osd.mil/eie/eer/ecc/pfas/tf/reports.html
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https://www.mod.go.jp/j/approach/chouwa/kankyo taisaku/pdf/r06 news 02.pdf
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